
1 
 

Abiding in the Vine 

Let’s set the stage for what is going on in John chapter 15: A few days before, Jesus 

made his triumphal Jerusalem; Jesus predicted his own death, and his betrayal; Jesus 

washed his disciples’ feet; Jesus spoke words of comfort to his disciples, and promised 

them the Holy Spirit.  Now here in John 15, after he tells them that he is leaving them, 

Jesus teaches his disciples what it means to be one of his followers. 

Jesus says the whole point of being one of his followers is to bear fruit to the Father’s 

glory.  In fact, he says if you don’t bear fruit, there’s something wrong.  Take a look at 

John 15:1.  He begins with the statement that he is the true vine and his Father the 

gardener or vine grower.  Now for the disciples this would have rung loud bells.  The 

image of a vine or a vineyard was a common image of the nation of Israel.  That’s what 

we read from Isaiah chapter 5.  There, in the song of the vineyard, God tells how he 

planted a vineyard on a fertile hillside, meaning the people of Israel in their promised 

land, and looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit, which was no 

use to him.  And so he says he’ll tear down that vineyard, make it a wasteland, because 

it didn’t bear the fruit that God required from it.  Israel had failed to do what God 

required, and so would be destroyed and desolated.  But now Jesus has come, and he 

declares that he is the true vine.  He is the one who will obey the Father and please him 

in all he does, which is what Israel failed to do. 

Since Jesus is the true vine, those who have joined him as his followers are grafted in 

and become branches of that same vine.  That means that we too are expected to bear 

fruit.  And if we don’t bear good fruit, the Father, the vine grower, will prune us.  He’ll 

take away those parts of us that are unfruitful, or that are bearing bad fruit, and those 

parts that are bearing good fruit he’ll prune to make them even more fruitful. 

Have you ever observed how a grape vine grows?  It first sends out shoots, some of 

which have flowers on them which become grapes.  But then about the time that the 

grapes are beginning to ripen, it’ll suddenly have a spurt of growth.  New branches 

spring out of the vine, new growth.  To the casual observer it looks wonderful, full of 

health and vigor.  But the vine grower isn’t only interested in good growth, he’s 

interested in good fruit.  So one of the jobs of the vine grower is to go along and prune 

those branches that don’t have any fruit on them. 
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So here’s the first thing we learn from this picture of Christ as the true vine and us, his 

followers, as the branches.  The whole point of being a follower of Christ is so that we 

can continue his work, to bear good fruit to the glory of God. 

But then the question arises, how are we going to bear fruit?  The first thing you need if 

you’re going to bear good fruit, is to be grafted into a strong, healthy vine.  No matter 

how strong a branch may be, unless it is grafted into a healthy vine, it will never bear 

any fruit.  In fact, if we look at the commercial grape industry, the best grapes are grown 

from branches grafted into existing vines which already have a developed root system.  

The grower selects a variety of grape that appears to have the desired characteristics 

and then grafts that branch into a root stock that’s known to be healthy, vigorous and 

resistant to disease.  And the result, hopefully is a vine that produces plenty of good 

fruit.  But if a branch is grafted into a weak, unhealthy vine it won’t be too long before it 

will shrivel up and die. 

That’s the picture that Jesus is giving of our situation.  We need to be grafted into the 

vine, that is into the life of Christ, in order for us to flourish and bear good fruit.  But the 

branch doesn’t graft itself.  It must be grafted into the vine by the vine grower.  And the 

branch cannot simply be taped or loosely attached to the vine.  The branch and vine 

must both be cut and have their inner tissues joined so as to continue their growth 

together.  The branch and the vine are dependent upon the vine grower being skilled at 

their task. 

So too, our salvation, our being grafted into the vine, doesn’t depend on our efforts, but 

on God who does it all for us.  There are many Christians who strive to be good enough 

to be grafted in.  Who fear that they might not have reached the standards required and 

are in doubt of their status before God.  But actually they’ve got it all backwards.  Their 

status before God isn’t dependent on themselves at all.  God knows they’ll never be 

good enough by their own efforts.  It is God’s gift is to graft us in, if only we ask him to, 

so we may take part in the life of the vine, in the life of Christ.  Only then does God 

expect us to bear fruit, as we draw on the power of God, on the life of Christ, to deliver 

the fruit that God desires. 

But having been grafted in, how are we to bear fruit?  If we’re to be drawn into the life 

of Christ, if the graft is to take hold, we need to remain connected to the branch.  We 

need to be one with Christ, abiding in him as the branch abides in the vine.  That’s why 

it’s so important to be part of a church, part of the body of Christ here on earth. 
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That’s why Jesus says: " If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing."  It seems so simple, doesn’t it?  If you want to bear fruit 

you need to draw life from the vine.  That means you need to remain firmly connected 

to the life of the vine.  That’s what it means to by abide in Him.  We need to be 

constantly looking to Christ for our daily spiritual nutrition.  To be constantly feeding on 

the word of God, on the bread of life.  Firmly connected to him and to other Christians. 

But there’s also a moral element to it.  Jesus goes on to state in John 15:10, “If you keep 

my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love.” 

And how do we remain in Christ’s love?  By keeping his commandments.  And this isn’t 

some sort of harsh, mean-spirited legalism.  Rather Christ is talking about the loving 

obedience that he showed to his Father’s will.  An obedience based on love, that leads 

to fulfillment, to life in abundance, that’s leads to liberation, not bondage.  Jesus 

continues in John 15:11, “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 

joy may be complete.”  Our obedience to the will of God gives us complete joy as we 

share in the life of Christ and in his love. 

But notice too, that although obedience to Christ’s commands leads to joy, it doesn’t 

mean it comes without any pain.  Going back to the picture of the vine, our fruitfulness 

might also involve us being pruned.  I guess we can all think of things in our life that God 

has had to remove in order to get our focus back on him.  And just like the vine, the 

things God prunes away aren’t necessarily bad.  There’s nothing intrinsically wrong with 

a leafy branch.  If it were an ornamental vine, a leafy branch would be fine.  But if you’re 

hoping for big, juicy grapes, that leafy branch might need to be cut back.  It might even 

be necessary to cut back some of the smaller bunches of grapes so those that are left 

are even healthier.  So there will be times when God will come along with his pruning 

shears and take away something that we might believe is perfectly fine that may in fact 

be distracting us from doing God’s will.  He might even stop us from working in some 

area of ministry because he wants us to put more time and effort into something else.  

We need to be careful that that our favorite hobby or sport, even friendship, doesn’t get 

in the way of our service to God.  We all need means recreation, respite or refreshment 

to get help rid ourselves of the stresses of life, but be careful that these pleasures don’t 

take over, or distract us from God’s work, because that’s when God just might come 

along with his pruning shears and remove them.  
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And notice God’s Word also plays a role in our pruning.  In John 15:3, Jesus says, " You 

are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”  There’s a play on words in 

the Greek between the word for prune and the word for clean.  It’s as though he’s 

saying that his words have already cleaned away some of the unfruitful growth.  That’s 

happened as a result of us hearing the word of life that he has spoken to us.  As his 

words have given us life, as we’ve heard them and believed in him, we have thrown off 

old beliefs and have begun to bear the fruit Jesus is talking about.   

Again, if we’re to bear fruit, how will the fruit come about?  The fruit draws its life from 

the vine, not from the branches.  In other words, it is God who will bring forth the fruit. 

But still, we have our part to play.  Looking again at John 15:7 & 8, “If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  This is 

to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 

God’s desire is that we’ll bear much fruit to his glory, so he promises that all we have to 

do is to ask him to bring our efforts to fruition and he’ll do it.  Here is the secret to being 

a fruitful follower of Christ: ask him to help you produce the fruit which God desires.   

Finally, notice that abiding in the vine results in a new relationship between Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus says, in John 15:15, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”  

Our being grafted into the vine changes our relationship to Jesus from being servants, to 

being friends.  We become partners with him in the ministry of the gospel.  We’re his 

ambassadors, speaking as those who’ve been given the mind of Christ; a message from 

Christ, to pass on to others.  We share with him the task of bearing fruit to God’s glory. 

And what sort of fruit are we to bear?  The fruit that confesses the name of Christ as 

Lord and Savior; good works; the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ; 

the fruit of light that is found in all that is good and right and true; love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness.  The fruit that will last, that will bring glory 

to God the Father. 

 

 


